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PREFACE 



The story of Tipu Sultan’s life has not before been told in any 
detail or fairness to him. Wilks’s History’ of Mysore was published 
too soon after the fall of Seringapatam, and was obviously written 
without full knowledge of facts. Moreover* Wilks, as James Mill 
observed* “appears to have little pleasure in praising the Sultan* but 
great in imputing to him all the bad qualities which belong to the 
most despicable* as well as the most odious, of the human race.” 
Bowring’s Haidar Alt and Tipu Sultan is nothing else but a summary 
of Wilks’s work. There are also brief references to the career of 
Tipu in the general histones of India, but in most of these he Is 
the mark of passionate and most foul obloquy. On the other hand* 
his biographies in Urdu published in recent years have made him the 
subject of fulsome adulation. In the present work* however* an 
attempt has been made to give an accurate picture of Tipu Sultan 
by disengaging his personality from masses of fictions and distortions 
which have gathered round him. As practically the whole of Tipu’s 
life was taken up with fighting* I have devoted considerable space 
to campaigns and battles. However* other aspects of his career have 
not been ignored. Sufficient attention has been paid to 
the causes and results of wars* while Tipu’s relations with the 
English* the French, the Nizam* the Marathas and the Ottoman Sultan 
have been fully discussed. The last three chapters of the book have 
been devoted to a description of the Sultan’s Government and army* 
his reforms and religious policy* his efforts at industrialisation and 
State Socialism* his character* his failures and achievements. It is hoped 
that this study will enable the reader to appraise the career and 
character of this extraordinary man. 

1 take this opportunity to record my indebtedness to my friend and 
colleague* Dr. N. K. Sinha* whose advice and assistance were of 
inestimable value throughout the course of my work. I owe him more 
than I can ever repay. I am grateful to Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah 
who read considerable parts of the book in manuscript and gave me 
valuable criticisms. My thanks are due to Professor Nilkantha Sastri 
of Madras for having translated for me into English the relevant 
portions of the Mackenzie Manuscripts. I am under deep obligation 
to Rev* Fr. C Van Exem of St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta, who, in spite 
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of his official duties and manifold activities, not only translated the 
Dutch records for my use but also cheerfully undertook the painful 
task of reading through the proof-sheets* I am grateful to the follow- 
ing for useful suggestions and help of various kind : Dr. M. Z. Siddiqi, 
my uncle Shaikh Jawwad Ali Khan, Dr. Mahdi Husain, Mr. S. K. Roy, 
Mahmud Khan of Bangalore, Rev. Fr. V. Courtois of St. Xavier’s College 
and Chevalier Panduranga S. S. Pissurlencar. I should like to acknowledge 
my gratitude to the Director of the Indian National Archives, Delhi; to 
the Curators of the Madras Record Office, and the Bibliotheque 
Publique, Pondicherry; and to the Librarians of Calcutta University and 
the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, for their unfailing courtesy and 
assistance. Finally, I would thank the authorities of the University of 
Calcutta for a grant which enabled me to visit Madras, Pondicherry and 
Mysore in order to collect materials for this book. 

Calcutta University, 

March 1951:, 
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